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According to Sigmund Freud, the condition of melancholia denotes the inability to mourn for
something. While mourning is a normal process, he describes melancholia as an iliness. Thus
framed, melancholia is configured as a personal problem and its critical potential is rendered
harmless. Against this background, Judith Butler shows how speaking openly about the social
and cultural triggers of melancholia becomes an act of resistance. This is the starting point
for our exhibition. What is ungrievable, and what we should indeed grieve for, are decided
collectively. In a mundane act of violence, we collectively establish clear boundaries and
silence those who transgress them. The works on display make impossible grief, unfulfilled
longings and unattainable ideals palpable. They initiate a critical dialogue with us, guardians
of norms, who manifest this normativity both physically and mentally when we enter the
space. Welcome!

Upon completion of the exhibition, a magazine will be published with texts by Adéola
Olakiitan, Orna Donath, Maximilian Jablonowski and Meret Kaufmann on the topics of
virtual melancholy, regretting motherhood, future nostalgia, re-reading Freud and desiring
differently.

Season 2022/2023 is supported by:
Pro Helvetia, Christoph Merian Stiftung, Ernst Gohner Stiftung, Claire Sturzenegger-Jeanfavre Stiftung,
SWISSLOS Kultur Basel-Stadt, Temperatio, ISEK Universitat Zirich — Merci

Thanks to many who helped us starting this engine:

ABC Dinamo Typefaces, Majad Alatar, Manuel Burgener, Carol Burri, Adrienne Crettenand, Ramon Feller, Elisa
Frank, Dirk Hobein Trockenbau und Handwerk-Kanal, Margrit Hafliger, Thomas Julier, Vera Kaspar, Marlen Keller,
Rolf Keller, Manfred Liechti, Michel Liechti, Ivan Mitrovic, Vinzenz Meyner, Fabian Pefa, Jaechee Shin, Miriam
Sturzenegger, Teckentrupp Doorsolutions & Metallbau Kaufmann, Linus Weber and all invited artists and
authors who gave us their trust.
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