Windhager von Kaenel

Press Release: Umut Yasat «5/1» from 12 Jun — 2 Aug, 2020 at Galerie Windhager von Kaenel

We are happy to present Umut Yasat’s first soloshow in Switzerland. Umuty Yasat is a German artist
with roots in Turkey who studied at Staatliche Akademie der Bildenden Kiinste in Karlsruhe, where he
also lives and works.

During his studies Umut worked in the medium of painting, drawing and photography. For his final thesis
however he decided to make a radical change and started to cut all the artworks that he has done during
his studies into format A4 and piled them up like a stack. Neither he, nor his professors, nor his fellow
students were very shure what they were looking at, when Umut presented this work that he would later
call «Der Stapel 1». It was painting, sculpture, biography and a little bit insane at once.

After his graduation he immediately started working on «Der Stapel 2». While doing this he learned more

and more about this work and started to draw up some personal rules: He will always start with format A4.

He will pile up his belongings, drawings, notes, bank account information, things he got from his parents

and so on. A «Der Stapel» will be finished, when it has reached Umuts size of 175cm. If the work is too heavy
to carry, he will put it on a hand truck or wheels. Umut’s endless stacking of life reminds me of artist like
Roman Opalka and On Kawara as well as Albert Camus’s Sisyphus.

I've personally followed Umut Yasat and his work «Der Stapel» for more than four years now. In hundreds of
phone calls, emails and messages (I am pretty sure you'll find some of these in one of his works) we have
discussed his work and how to develop it. And | am looking back on a great friendship, many interesting
conversations and a hell of a ride for Umut. Not only has he managed to take part in several groupshows

in Germany, Switzerland, Turkey, Italy and the Netherlands followed by his first Solo presentation in Berlin

in 2019. But he has also placed ‘Der Stapel’ in several important private collections in Germany, Great Britain,
Switzerland, Spain, the Netherlands, Bangladesh and Los Angeles.

Since | know and follow Umut’s work basically from the beginning, we thought it would be nice to show one
«Der Stapel» from each time period 1-10, 11-20, 21-30, 31-40, 41-55 celebrating our friendship and giving an
overview of Umut’s practice.

Because of Covid-19 we have decided not to host a general opening. Instead, we will do an opening week:
12 -21June 2020 daily from 16:00 until 18:00. And then we will continue with regular opening hours: from

22 June - 2 August 2020, every Fri, Sat, Sun from 15:00 until 18:00.

Zurich, 11th June 2020
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